
MiTek PosiStruts continue to inspire and amaze - their versatility and strength…and ease of access 

for services also making them a favourite on-site.  The Palisades Hotel, in Sydney’s CBD benefitted 

from all those advantages…and more.  Built in 1904, the Palisades Hotel served as a favourite 

‘watering hole’ for workers on the nearby bridge.  However a century of hard-earned thirsts had 

taken their toll and a major overhaul was due.

Riverstone Frame & Truss and owner of The Palisades Hotel, Claudius Wilms have worked together 

before, so when something ‘a little out of the ordinary’ came along, it seemed only natural they  

pool their talents.  ‘Having a huge crane on-site for an extended period of time wasn’t an option,  

due to the concentration of traffic in the area,’ said Ian Harlum, Production Manager with Riverstone 

F & T.  ‘Plus, Claudius felt if we could prefabricate a lot of his flooring off-site it would  

reduce labour costs and speed up the project.  His idea: build the flooring at Riverstone... 

with PosiStruts – in modules!’ One of Claudius’s early considerations when looking to 

PosiStrut modules was also the open-access advantage they offer.  

PosiStruts

PosiStrut MODULES 
FLOOR builders

POSISTRUTS HAVE MORE 
ADVANTAGES:

EASY ACCESS FOR SERVICES 
(plumbing . electrical . heating 
& air conditioning/ducting)

QUICK & EASY TO INSTALL 
(an on-site favourite)

LIGHT WEIGHT 
(easier to handle)

TOP CHORD SUPPORT 
(speeds up installation)

COST SAVING 
(more cost-effective in  
the long run)

EXTRA LONG SPANS 
(ideal for open plan designs)

STRONG, STRAIGHT & RIGID
(no need to straighten or  
‘pack’ on-site)

IDEAL FOR FLOOR JOISTS 
(reduced floor bounce  
& squeaking)

PosiStruts are a truly 
customised, totally 
engineered flooring or 
roofing system, which 
combines the versatility 
of timber with the strength 
of steel.  PosiStruts’ 
unique ‘open web’ design 
also provides excellent 
access for services, whilst 
making them lighter than 
solid timber joists or other 
alternatives.



“easy access for PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& AIR CONDITIONING is a plus.”

PosiStruts

‘Claudius was keen to keep this project moving – so being able to speed up the installation of 

services like plumbing, electrical and air conditioning was seen as a real bonus,’ said Ian.  But 

before any ensuing trades could move in some ‘obstacles’ had to be overcome.  ‘Detailing and 

Estimating on this job was critical, not because of the modules themselves, but more because we 

had to design and build them taking into consideration loading and fixing points in the existing 

structure,’ said Ian.  ‘Even then, it still wasn’t that simple. The age of the building meant we couldn’t 

just assume everything was square and true.  Plus, because we were building on the old roof, 

there was a fall – so a level plane had to be created, using graded battens to pack up the ends.’  

Fortunately Riverstone were able to build the modules in ‘transport-friendly’ sizes.  ‘If these things 

had been over-sized it would have caused all sorts of complications,’ added Ian.   

‘Fortunately the modules all stacked neatly on a standard size truck.   

This compact design also made them easy to store in the yard  

in the days preceding transport.’  

Whilst Riverstone do mostly residential work, they have 

some very diverse and accomplished commercial work 

to add to their CV.  The Sydney Backpackers Hostel,  

the reinvigorated, historic Art Deco Valhalla Theatre  

and now The Palisade Hotel!

For more information about PosiStruts or any other MiTek engineered building products,  
call your local state office or visit: mitek.com.au
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NOT JUST A  
FLOORING SOLUTION.

PosiStruts’ innovative design 
also makes them ideal for roof 
construction!  Plus, they can 
even be curved!  PosiStruts 
offer a far more cost-effective 
solution to steel, I-Beams  
or solid timber beams.   
PosiStruts also offer top  
chord support – making 
them even quicker to install.  
PosiStruts make excellent 
purlins, floor joists, rafters… 
or modules.


